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From the Pastor: That s why God experienc

In the city of Belfast, infamous for bloodshed, a know, never before felt, including disappairent and
priest, minister, and mayor get into a wrangle. Engaged need for reflection. Tput in human language, God
in a heated theological debate, they argue as to the best wanted to riig their necks and send a global flood.
way to bring peace to Ireland, but the meeting just gets  But a mature understandinges beyond such
out of control mythology;a de@er insight is that of God watching

Just then an angel appears with an announcement, humanee xt r aordinarily more
AEach of you gets one wi s Wheyaekilimels Som ondcCalvary, and in the faces

The angry priest shout s, offtreisthimgenpat PoaoasesSbdnhear
di sappear from the islandfamditvieen hwendlflorhawhe yp & an¢

The angry mini st etholic oar e desuspléadstfaor human éfe iysteddl af global
disappeafrom scared Irish soil and belligerency will obliteration.
end. 0 Rev. Mike Shambora

But the mayor stood like a park statue and said
nothing. fAYour request sir?0 insisted the angel . |
mayor again said nothing. Exasperated, the angel
ordered, ADo you haaned ?2a0 wi s

The mayor said, slowly, #ANdg—
fulfill the wishes of these twgentlemerand | 61 | be
happy. o

Translated: With the Catholics and Protestants
booted out of Ireland the racket would end.

The identical theme is struckileh esi s, onl vy
jokee A worl dés in revolt here,
General rowdiness and miscellaneous irresponsibility
is as common as bread and butter. God is so outraged
over brazen faced people earthly perpetrators that God

| . {Z'--— /L

s h.

says the samethingfsh e reverends, onl
blotting from the world all human being | have created.
| 6m sorry | made them. o ( Ge| Swewn—
Translated: With earthly life annihilated, gone will “Dad says you’re converting our furnace.

k What religion was it before?”
be the pandemonium.

But listen, way underneath the surface of this verse,
there bubbles and boils, like a Yellowstone geyser, the
pulse of a heartsick God in divine upheaval. God is

sorry for calling life ino existence. The reason is JJJJJJIJIJ ‘,]\ JJ

simd e. While Godds flowers Plseiaese tdoedsQt anpir @ivhy
bumble bees have performed 100percemiasned, to complain about thenud.

humans havenot.

People have failed to satisfy even the lower end of JJJJJJIIIIII
expectations of God. Theyodve just not spurned God:¢
ideals, theybébve spurned Godbdés el ement al decenci es

selfrestraint, politeness, humanness.
So sweeping is this alienatio t o qu o
i maginations of peopl
continually. o (Gen 6:

t e, nThe
eds thoughts were evil
5)

1
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A Word from the Finance Chair

ltds that time of year
kids are back to school. Several church committees are
starting to plan for the 2015 church year. This year our
annual charge conference will beld in September, so
all the financial reports and officers have to be
approved.

The usual church inspection for repairs and other
needs will be addressed. The roof and belfry will be
inspected and sealed if needed. The roof over the
Sunday School aa was covered last year. Plans were
approved and work will begin soon begin on the new
restroom on the sanctuary level next to the elevator.

We continue to serve the community with a free
lunch and fellowship on thé"Saturday of each
month.

As with our homes, the needs of the church building
continue each year. Please support all the work needed
as you are able.

Most of all please attend our worship service on
Sunday morning and listen to an inspiring sermon and
music performed by our choir drsoloists.

Thank you for your continued gifts and services.

Respectfully Yours,
Bob Elvidge
Finance Chair

The whole church watched with nervous anticipation
as the visiters sat where the Martirs have cat for 42 years.

Bulletin Blooper:

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has

been cancelled due to a conflict
JJJJJJJJIJIJIII

Wo me n 0 s LHEHagh méner hring a sandwich.

Polly Phillips will give the medication.
JJJJJJJJIJIJIII

Faith For A Generation Such As This

a gQmly 26 percBni ohyoeng adults (those3yeara)n d

are engaged in the church. Why is this? Why are youn

adults hesitant about churchddor faith? Why do

those that come, come? |

David Kinnamann and Barna Group, proposes Six

reasons millennials disconnect from church and/or

faith.

1 Overprotective: For a generation that values
entrepreneurs, innovators, andstarr s A t
church is seen as a creativity killer where risk
taking and being involved in culture are
anat hema. 0o

1 Shallow:i The most common
churches is that they are boring. Easy
platitudes, proof texting, and formulaic slogans
have anesthetd many young adults, leaving
them with no idea of the gravity and power of
following Christ. [ . . . ] the Christianity they
received does not giv

1 Anti-Scienceei Many young Chri s
come to the conclusion that faith asmence
are incompatible. [ .
seems accessible in a way that the church does
not; science appears to welcome questions and
skepticism, while matters of faith seem
i mpenetrabl e. 0

pe

1 Repressiveii Re | i g i ioparscularly | e s
sexualmoresi feel stifling to the
I ndi vidualistic minds
1 Exclusive:i They have been sh
culture that esteems opanindedness,
tolerance, and accept

91 Doubtless:Young Christians (and former
Christians too) say the church is mgplace that
allows them to express doubts. They do not fee
safe admitting that f
sense.

This year at annual conference there was a panel
discussion about the relationship or lack of it between
young adults and the churchhe pamel was made up
of 18 to 35 year olds. Some were laity and some were
pastors. Cont page 3
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For generations that amore comfortable with
unresolved questiontenaciously creative, and
passionatéo change the world, many young adults
long for a place of love and support, ogkalogue,
and motivating expectations.

Millennial pastors identified through
personal experiena® several hurdles tfaith in this
generationOneidentified adisconnectn the ways
some generatiorare raised (i.e. with creative
engagemengncouragement for individuality,
motivationfor successhput encountean often closed
attitudein churchesYoung adults sometimdeel
forgotten €é yetthadbathingss i n
deemed acceptablil a time when generatiayaps
appear to be so wide, important wéysvard include
authentic community, rea¢lationships, and
willingness to share storieme to another. And while
words areneedful, the truth is that actions aleo
critical. One person from the pamelinforced that 30
percentbof young adults disengage after seduogv
others are treated by the churhC h 1like sutreach
is everyoneOs responsi bil
In a note of hope, the young adult experience
consistentlyreinforced that manyoung adults remain
in our churches. Aist of reasons that young adults are
still engaged in the church includes positiventoring,
social activism, personal convictiocgmmunity, and
many others. Certainlyot the least reasontise
abidinghope found through faith in Jesus Chrast,
hope that catalyzes discipleship for trensformation
of the world.

This article appeared in the daily reports from
conference AThe Lifarkhs,
newsletter by Tom G Taylor.

b u

Bulletin Bloopers:
Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way
again," giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

JJJJJJIJIJIIIII
Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the

morning service. The
Terrible Expe i ence. 0

past

JJJJJJJIJIIIII
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"Qur growth consultant thinks the term church
a sounds outdated.”

The United Methodist Church today:
A historical perspective

In listening to the young adult panel discussion at
Annual Conference some parallels to Methodism and
the early church for that matter came to mind. John
jWesley saw thénglican Churchas disconnected from
the people it was suppose to serve, and worship that
was rote and empty. Not in the liturgy, for Wesley
remained an Anglicapriest until death, but in that
liturgy was not put to actiomeaching the people in
need.Preaching in the open air, feeding the hungry,
visiting the sickthe imprisoned, championing the
cause for the poor, and speaking up against child labo
openly inviting the marginalized to kna¥esus,his
was the radical Christianity that Wesley envigidn
and practiced.
t Has the Ul\/lfé)g:(pmg%a& thg Anglican Church in
Wesl eyds ti me? Do eatiomdor
we only want the #Arighto
Have we unknowingly given the whurch or the
estranged members the impressilbat we are a
Country Club for saints, rather thamaspital for
sinners?

In these times of declining attendance, increasing
expenses, and lower church income how can we fulfill
the mission of the church? In a country club
nembgrship has ifs privies, Bupir achurcl,

membership has its responsibilities.

il

Cont paged
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When we joined the church at our confirmatea
promised to alwayto faithful to the church with your
prayers, your presence, your gifbsir service and
witness. Thoneyitisaboit about
commitmentFrom time each of us need to ask
ourselvesHow often dowe pray for the church? How
often dowe attend church? Hawee usedour gifts
(talent)lately? Havewe served in the name of our
Lord from time to time? Isurlife a witness for Jesus?
Analogy time: Say there was a fire department that

rai sed money all year
openo but never answered
not stand for it and its support would dwindle. Because
it is not doing what fie departments are suppose to do,
which is fight fires and aid people in danger. Is that
how the general population sees the church?

There is no magic bullet, no quick formula to
revitalize the churchevery community is different
What works for one iy not work for another. The
church has changed over the past 2000 years. In times
like these (as before) the church will change, some
may fail and leave fertile ground for another. But to do
the same thing and expect different results is madness.
The stoy we tell will be the same, but how it is told
will change.
Tom G Taylor

“Thanks for understanding, in lieu of
our malfunctioned sound system.”

Thank You to the congregations of
Peckville/Bradley Memorial UMC

A3 | thank my God for
amd every time | pray for you all, | pray with joy 5
because of the way in which you have helped me in the
work of the gospel from the very first day until now. 6
And so | am sure that God, who began this good work
in you, will carry it on until it is finished on the Day of
Christ Jesus. 7 You are always in heart! And so it is
only right for me to feel as | do about you. For you

y o

| o n dnave all sharedtwith m ln this privilege that Goadl bas ¢
fgii ve nc anlelée®.. . TH/& op b b Ipipéc awm

How do | begin to say thank you for all the prayers,
support, gifts and love | have not gmeceived over

the last 2 years but over the last 40 years at least. Ton
and | have been married 37 but in reality | have been &
member of Peckville UMC long before we were
married.

You have all watched as we raised two wonderful
children, both who havergwn into strong wonderful
adults with wonderful spouses and families of their
own. You have prayed me through my breast cancer
and so much more, we have laughed, loved, cried,
mourned loved ones, rejoiced over weddings and birth
and through it all we havgiven all the glory to God
lifting Him in praise and worship!

In this life we never know where God will call us to
serve and work for Him loving all His people. If you
had told me ten years ago that | would be called to be
licensed local pastor | probly would have laughed at
you. But here | am and | have never been so at peace
and filled with joy!

So my brothers and sisters again | say thank you, than
you, thank you for your prayers, support, gifts and
love!! | do thank God for each of you and evémnye |
pray for you all | do it with Joy!

Grace, peace, blessings and love, Beth
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PUMC Activity since the Fall 2013 newsletter

Peckville UMC has attempted to continue and
expand its presents in the community. Last fall we held
t he S0 mtefFadBasket of NEPA and the
response from the community was encouraging. We
are planning this again for Sept 28th 2014.

In January of 2014 we started a community free
l unch which we have since
Caf ®0. Thi s

How many Christians does it take to change a light
bulb?

Charismatic: Only 1

Hands are already in the air.

Pentecostal:10

One to change the bulb, and nine taypagainst the
spirit of darkness.
Presbytegiahs: forieh e

Red Door

h a lsat commextionsands u dighés svid goiomand off at predestined times.

friendships have been made and as many as 19 personsRoman Catholic: none

have attendedachmonth. Conversations are as
satisfying as the meal.

Hoagie sales continue &xclusivelyfund missions
of the church near and far.

Christmas Caroling dahelocal nursing homes
continues as it has fowver 40years and we may
expand this ministry this season.

The annual church Sky Lake retreat continues to be
refreshing respite in winter and as always is attended
by several of our extended church family.

This year we are holding a Pasta Dinner to help defray
the cost in hopes that even more persons can attend.
As always please let Program Chair Tom G Taylor
know of any ideas you may have, whether mission

related, social, or educational that may be able t
enhance our Christidife togetherand serve the
community.

Please send us our email address or if you email or
mailing address has changed let us knemail helps

Candles only.

Baptists: At least 15

One to change the light bulb, and three committees to
approve the change and decide who brithgspotato
salad and fried chicken.

Episcopalians:3

One to call the electrician, one to mix the drinks and
one to talk about how much better the old one was.
Mormons: 5

One man to change the bulb, and four wives to tell hinr
how to do it.

Methodist: Undetemined

Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely

Out, you are loved. You can be a light bulb, turnip
bulb, or tulip bulb. Churchvide lighting service is
planned for Sunday. Bring bulb of your choice and a
covered dish.

Nazarene:6

One woman to rdace the bulb while five men review
church lighting policy.

Lutherans: none

keeps the cost of producing a newsletterdownandalso Lut her ans donét believe
enables quick communicatis when needed. Amish:

All out bound charge wi de Whmaidls ias | sgmtt dodul d?Abl i
copyo to ensure your privacy. Send email or mai |l it

addresseto secretary@peckvilleumc.org

People are funny; they want the front of the bus, the
middle of the road, and the bagkthe church

Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on
your front door forever.

Oct. 23rd Chi Rho in Concert
The Clergy @oir of the
Susquehanna Conference United Methodist Church
Time: 7 pm
Place: Lakeland High School, 1355 Lakeland
Drive, Scott Township, PA 18446
Sponsored by the churches of the SUSUMC S/WB
Carbondale Cluster Group
Free Admission Free Will Offering Taken
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Peckville UMC Calendar of Activities

Sept. 21 Food & Fellowship

27 Red Door Cafe free lunch at noon.
28 S'more Party for local food bank 5 to 7

29 Annual Church Conference

Oct. 4 Hoagies

5 World Communion Sunday

11 Pasta Dinner

13 Welsh ©@okies

18 Bonny& Bud Taylor 60th Ann. at PUMC
19 Laity Sunday and Food & Fellowship

25 Red Door Cafe free lunch at noon

Nov. 2 Day Light Saving Time ends

6 Ad Board at 8
10 Welsh Cookies
15 Takeout BeeDinner
16 Food & fellowship
22 Red Door Cafe free lunch at noon
26 Thanksgiving Eve Service
30 First Sunday of Advent

Dec.20 Caroling at Health Care

21 Cantata followed by Food & Fellowship
27 Red Door Caf free lunch at noon

Jan. 30 Annual Sky Lake Winter Retreat

Annual Sky Lake Winter Retreat
The next annual winter retreat is scheduled-ioday
Jan. 3@to SundayFeb.1

All are welcome to join us for the weekend. Sky
Lake Camp and Retreat ter is located about one
hour and fifteen minutes north off of route 17 near
Winsor NY.

Friday evening you will find the group roasting
hotdogs and marshmallows at the large fireplace. Our
prepared meals will be served in another building a
very shortwalk from our lodging.

The cost for the weekend has yet to be determined a
we will be running gasta dinnerto help defray the
cost in hope of enabling more people to attend the
retreat.

Please supply your own shower necessities and
bedding. Sleping bags are easiest. Sleep arrangement
are somewhat dormitory style.

Three meals a day are provided from the dining hall.
Games and music are impromptu and usually ongoing
Enjoy fellowship, singing, or the peace that getting
away for awhile can Iorg. Depending on the weather
outdoor activities can include igkating, sleigh
riding, winter walks, or crossountry skiing (if you
have skis).

We will be sending out more information as to cost
and registration soon.

Peckville UMC on the Web

Eg"'lil

www.peckvilleumc.orgEI '
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One of theMissions of the
Susquehanna Annual Conference

Mission Central is the mission warehouse affiliate of

the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist

Church. Along with our sallée operations called
AHUBSO, we r esponmadd o
disasters with relief supplies and supply humanitarian
goods and logistical services to hundreds of different
ministry and social service agencies. Since our
beginning in June 2002, Missi@entral has hosted

tens of thousands of volunteers who come in service to

fconnect Gododés resources
volunteers, we process disaster response materials,
“relief kits" for use around the world, provide all types
of needed suppligsr local and national ministries,
and assist many projects
locally, nationally, and around the world.

Bonny and Bud Taylor will soon be celebrating

their 60th wedding anniversary!

Our family would love for all of you to béhere to join
in the celebration.

Saturday, October 18at 4:00pm 7:00pm at the
Peckville United Methodist Church.

The party will be an open house style.

Please RSVP please

Kendra 5762093079 or Sarah 574505976

In true Bonny and Bud fashion weests NO GIFTS
PLEASE!

But if you insist; they will be putting others first (as
always) and taking any donations the day of the party
for "Nothing But Nets". This is a program through
UMCOR which purchases nets to prevent malaria
deaths in Africa by distiuting bed nets, the most cost
effective, life savingife saving solution.

More information of this cause can be found here.
http://www.umcor.org/Searefor-
Projects/Projects/982015

nat

On-LineInformational Resources

http://www.susumc.org/index.php/communications/ne
ws/susquehanrlink

http://susguehannalink.blogsiocom/

\%ﬁs&ugha%éliﬂlaeﬁs ar?weQNec&ﬂmGnicX%nE t%ol 0

from Connectional Ministries of the Susquehanna
Conference.

http://www.susumc.org/index.php/communi ations/rrle
tdiﬁigﬁgqueﬁa'n%rés% n % ' 'J g g 0 d 0'S (

http://susumc.org/layministry/
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